LOOKING TOWARD TO “THE PAST” ELECTIONS OF DEPUTIES TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA 
The de jure elections of “the people’s elects to the National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia are to be held in the spring of 2007 (the exact date of the forthcoming elections has not been formally announced yet), but one can say with confidence that most of the seats (131 in number) in the Armenian Parliament have already been assigned de facto.

How could it happen?

When making an attempt to comprehend or, at least, to approach the above matter every actor’s role and part in such an all-Armenian event should be evaluated.

1. Legislation
According to the classical conception the elections of deputies to the RA National Assembly are supposed to pave the way for national prosperity affording an opportunity to most of Armenian citizens to elect such respectable candidates who are prepared to ensure the very future through their morality, knowledge and labour.

The whole electoral campaign must be conducted in accordance with the established procedure, which is stipulated by various laws especially adopted to regulate the activities of all the actors taking part in such a public action.

The ancient prototype of present democracy originated in classical Greek cities-states where almost all the citizens were involved in the government of their state through electoral campaigns to be usually based on ethical and moral foundations of their society without any well-defined law regulation. But the world has changed: wide sections of the population are generally deprived of making decisions and the electoral systems are refined and regulated by law very strictly. However, the civilized world is striving for democratic reforms to ensure all the members of human society with protection of their rights and freedoms; and the electoral campaigns to the bodies of government cannot be considered as only “internal affairs” of any separate country. 

The progress of democratic reforms in any country is evaluated by international community in accordance with the conformity between national legislations and international rules of law.

The RA Electoral Code has been improved with every electoral campaign held. International experts and big organizations are enlisted in this job. The course of elections is monitored both by foreign observers or experts and by local ones, but the final results do not come up to expectations of wide sections of the population. 

2. Electorate
The statesmen of the Republic of Armenia are quite informed of the state of affairs in Armenian society, but their decisions can meet only the criteria of some nepotic, clannish, corporate or even criminal nature.

But such priorities are also accepted by the overwhelming majority of Armenian society. 

If our society (its basic constituent) is viewed in the light of prior interests the following picture will be found. 

The interests of a family or a kin are of top priority for the succession of clannish commune, corporate and criminal ones.

The above seems to be generalizable for the conclusion that the premeditated results may come true when leaning on the existing priorities of public even if the most perfect election law is available.

There is no chance for any nationals to be free and independent in the state where family, akin, clannish, commune, corporate or criminal relations may have an effect on the individual’s social standing irrespective of his/her moral and ethical standards or professional skills.

However, the national statistics or the international commissions of experts excel in various ratings a good half of the population in the Republic of Armenia feel unprotected socially and legally. 

Any citizen cannot consider himself independent in his country if:

· the minimum of subsistence is twice less than the consumer price index;

· the size of monthly children’s allowance is less than US $ 6 per child, that is quite insufficient for clothes, school necessities and the like to be bought for children to send them to school; therefore, children are not able to go to school;

· all the matters, from the rate of currency exchange to the quotations for electric power and water supply, are settle by a circle of “the powers that be” who prove to be interested in “re-shaping” the market economy to please themselves in their mercenary interests;

· everybody, from a minister to a street hooligan, may afford a gun to fire it off with impunity in order to settle any social, economic or everyday problems; thus, a murder has become a wide-spread occurrence;

· law-enforcement system is corrupted and paralyzed betraying its “impotence” against crime;

· the judicial system is mostly in official authorities’ service failing to ensure to everybody the equality before the law and the equal defence to all the subjects of the state;

· none of the government agencies can guarantee and ensure personal immunity to anybody;

· none of government agencies or voluntary organizations can guarantee privacy to anybody;

· there is not only governmental, non-governmental or business formation without its “shady economy”.

The above mentioned observations may be endlessly added with others of the kind as we have to live in such a community that makes an opportunity both to have and to enjoy human rights and freedoms only to 10-15% of the population, while the other 85-90% of the population have no opportunity to enjoy their rights and freedoms though they are formally endowed with them.

Under the circumstances, an average resident cannot avoid resorting to his/her family, akin, commune, and corporate or criminal relationship to survive in Armenian society. Bribery has become a moral or ethical standard as an average individual is robbed by almost all the government agencies, authorized to render services to the population (e.g. agencies of labour and social protection assigning and paying pensions or allowances, institutions for care of public health that is Medicare institutions, general education schools, municipalities, self-governments, registry and notary offices, and others).

In this connection an average resident has a single opportunity to snatch up something from “the powers that be” only during the electoral campaigns: to sell his/her vote for cash, to take advantage of family or akin relations to strengthen his/her social and legal protection, or to join one or another “political” force in the teeth of his/her own convictions or morality with a view to get “a fat job” as a chance to be ensured with comfortable life, if though for a while, at many other people’s expense, or to be under the protection of some criminal grouping to have sustenance for himself and his family.

That is why 76% of young people can see their future only outside the Republic of Armenia.

We have described a greater part of the electorate predominating in the effect on the results of any electoral campaign whenever it may be held.

There is also a certain stratum of protesters living mostly in the capital or in the big provincial cities. This stratum is heterogeneous with the basic constituent of professional classes whose present and future has been destroyed by the transition of the country into another social and political formation. These people are still keeping to the morality, but they are not able to accommodate themselves to the existing reality. Giving in to the total rudeness and loutishness they cannot accept “the power that be” subconsciously, and they are always prepared to protest for the sake of “high ideals” of justice. The affiliated group of old-age pesionaries feel like thinking in the images of the past Soviet era and denying the new culture and ethics; they are so-called “justice-seekers” who used to consider whatever system of government, except the Soviet rule, to be the tyranny for people. During the electoral campaigns they are cheated by some populist slogans and used for collective actions of protest, such as meetings or manifestations.

In fact, the electoral campaigns of various “political forces” in the cities are conducted to win the protesting electorate over to their side so that the foreign experts could make a favourable opinion of their popularity with the public.

Lastly, there is another stratum of the electorate subsumed to such two sections of the population as the people of semi-criminal mentality with inadequate perception of their surroundings who are unwilling to be engaged in socially useful labour and the people who are suffering from mental diseases. During the electoral campaigns those people are often used by “political forces” as “the detonators” for the electorate’s transformation into the crowd ready to antisocial actions (e.g. massacres, brawls, etc.).

The above general description of our national electorate makes it possible, to some extent, to evaluate civic-mindedness of a greater part of the population, that is sense of values and priorities inherent in the society.

Other actors of electoral campaigns are political forces making impact on the course of elections. 

3. Political Parties
According to the RA Ministry of Justice there are 65 political parties and movements registered as of 1 January 2004 (Foundation for Political and Social Development, Political Parties of the Republic of Armenia, Digest, Yerevan, 2005).

However, only 28 of 65 parties questioned could give the information on their total membership of 184,000 people, including the Haykandookht with the minimum membership of 329 and the People’s Party of Armenia with the maximum membership of 30,000.

Though 21 of 65 parties have not even stated their conceptual aims and objectives. Each party has its own regional branches according to the information presented.

Since in our present-day conditions any political party is identified with the personality of its leader the content and the form of his promises to do something are much more important for most of the electorate than whatever political party’s concept. There is a standard set of populist slogans to be used by almost all the bosses during the electoral campaigns. Should a political party be capable to use its administrative and financial resources for its electoral campaign it would take advantage of promising to the electorate to restore a road, to make repairs of a school, to supply school necessities or to give a pittance of other kind in order to enhance a good chance of having seats in Parliament. 

Since the above impact prove to be rather insufficient to result in the entire victory at the elections the electorate has to go through such further methods of influence as moral pressure, administrative sanctions, intimidation and the like.

It is only wishful thinking on most of the electorate’s part when quite irresistible promises are given to the people though they can never come true (e.g. when coming to power to reimburse their deposits frozen at the State Savings Bank, to improve their living conditions at the expense of public subsides, to increase pensions and social benefits stating even the number of times, etc.). Such were the pre-election promises of the actual Deputies to the RA National Assembly.

Viewing the matter from the aspect of generally accepted notions such as a party, a programme, tactics and strategy, etc., our national political parties have no conceptual approaches to the improvements to be made by our society in the field of morals and ethics, social and economic situation, and cultural and living conditions; but it is unnecessary for them as they set their minds only on introducing their party’s leading team into the higher organs of government and placing their adherents in every government agency and municipality to ensure themselves with comfortable life in prospect.

Such a mercenary outlook makes the bosses desert their former parties for a new powerful political formation as soon as it appears in the arena of politics showing its access to administrative and financial resources.

As a bright illustration, “the oppositional” People’s Party of Armenia was left by its two members who appeared to be rather outstanding figures, and according to some experts they are going to join the Prosperous Armenia, the newly organized pro-governmental party led by the indigenous oligarch. 

The predominant positions in the arena of politics are occupied by the Armenian Republican Party led by the RA Prime-Minister. The administrative and organizational resources of power are totally brought under control of this “political force” with big financial capacities.

The fact is that the membership list of this party includes the overwhelming majority of the members of the Cabinet of Ministers and the heads of municipalities who represent big business and “exercise control” over different fields of economy.

Thus, the very rules over the country, first and foremost, are concerned about their mercenary interests to be protected through consolidating corporate relationship both within their party and hierarchic system of power. 

On the threshold of the forthcoming electoral campaign such “political parties” as the Armenian Republican Party and the Prosperous Armenia made themselves conspicuous in “the political horizon”; their predominant representation in the next Armenian Parliament is predetermined by the seats preoccupied. These parties will form a “ruling” coalition together with a couple of satellite parties admitted to gain the majority for about 105 seats to be occupied in Parliament (unless any individuals come forward as candidates in accordance with a single-card vote system). The other 26 seats of Deputies will be shared among the oppositional parties led by Mr. A. Geghamyan, Mr. S. Demirchyan, and Mr. Sh. Kocharyan (In a broad sense, the authorities find these gentlemen very “suitable”).

The issue of the Armenian Revolutionary Party of Dashnaktzutiun’s representation in the Armenian Parliament is still in doubt. The political parties of parliamentary majority will be inconvenienced by the RA general Prosecutor’s Association of Countrymen aspiring after extending its influence at every level of power.

In view of the forthcoming Presidential Elections the ding-dong fight is tending to increase among the political forces charged with an important mission of staffing the higher echelon of power.

4. Mass Communication Media
The right to freedom of speech has become one of indisputable achievements in the new Armenian society, but together with this right to “free and independent” mass communication media has been lost by the society on the whole.

With the unimportant exception all the mass communication media are ideologically divided into the pro governmental and the oppositional camps. 

The society cannot consider the mass communication media to be the representatives of the fourth branch of power because of their fight and competition between their camps, but it is sadder that the very authorities are sure not to take them as a mouthpiece of our society. Being engage and incompetent most of journalist fraternity cannot but aggravate the situation.

Most of journalists consider themselves to be professionals, at best, if they record the current news in time.

Quite a few Armenian journalists feel like striving for any follow-up information to be further provided on the event up to its logical completion since they made original publications. There are a lot of mere news-reporters in Armenia, but rather few journalists suggesting any ideas. 

It is a matter of prestige for many organs of press to publish the information on various press conferences and the responses of high-ranking officials or political figures to the questions brought up by their readers, but no chance is given to any opponents to be “hot on the heels” of expressing their views on the matter in question.

The press officers of higher authorities or big political parties and movements are not used to making immediate comments (if any) on the publications regarding the agencies they are charged to represent.

Such a component of governmental and non-governmental formations’ policy makes the fourth branch of power become “a field of battle” for permissive society lacking of anybody to be liable for moral damage. 

Though we feel sure to belong to one of the ancient nations to be reckoned among the civilized humanity, some certain members of our society are used to resort to blows or firearms to show that they disagree to the criticism in mass media.

Under the circumstances a lot of mass media have to seek for such “a partner” who could ensure not only financial sustainability, but also personnel safety.

The existing situation with respect to the fourth branch of power, to a certain extent, was caused by the greatest politicization of mass communication media as their leaders used to propagate and to advocate their employers’ ideas and doings in their editions putting the interests of wide section of the population on the back burner.

Making difference between “adherent and strangers” incite the opposing media to spend much time for the negatives to be found in the “opposite” camp. For example, the new version of the RA Constitution was discussed by the media in the heat of debating the point of boycott to be put under referendum whereas such an important matter as the right of individuals to question higher authorities’ decisions subject to their non-compliance with the RA Constitution, by legal means, was left outside the framework of proposed reforms.

On the threshold the forthcoming electoral campaign to be formally announced the situation did not change. Pending the period of “big compromising materials” most of mass communication media are not going to take any preventive steps against possible illegal actions, unfortunately experienced during the previous elections and the referendum.

At present there is no one organ of media to raise whatever specific questions, on behalf of the whole society, for transparency and fairness of the forthcoming elections to be ensured.

Why don’t the mass communication media conduct any public opinion poll to clear up moral and ethical climate within the whole society and its various strata? Why isn’t any journalist inquiry held in the regions to reveal any “shady” methods of pressure affecting the results of elections at the early stage? Why don’t mass communication media inform of the situation with respect to the voters’ list to be made (they should remember that it was “Achilles heel” of all the past elections)? Why aren’t any public discussions of proposed “new versions” of the RA Draft Electoral Code arranged on the radio and television (having in the mind that the society must take an active part in discussing such an all-embracing national action)? Why don’t the national organs of media look into the state of affairs in the regional organs of media trampled by local self-governments on? Why isn’t the Central Election Committee informed of the persons who mustn’t be enlisted in their team as they had already shown themselves in the most compromising way during the past electoral campaigns? Any amount of such questions may be asked since the fourth branch of power proves to be so featureless and engage that the advantage of the opportunity is taken not only by the actual authorities, but also by the opposition in order to win “the victory” by all means.

5. Non-governmental Organizations
Local non-governmental organizations also must take part in every electoral campaign. According to the RA Ministry of Justice there are as many as 4200 non-governmental organizations formally registered and engaged in various activities to cover, under their statements, every aspect of social life, such as moral and ethical, social and economic, military and patriotic, cultural and sports, and other ones.

However, only about 20% of those NGOs appear to be actual.

Social movement may be classified, to belong to some group, as NGOs established by:

· political parties and movements;

· officials of government agencies or local bodies of government (self-government);

· informal leaders or socially-minded people of marked initiative;

· foreign sponsors or international organizations.

As to their political orientation NGOs are classified as pro-governmental, oppositional and independent ones.

NGOs are often required by political parties and movements only during the electoral campaigns to ensure their leaders with the image of social importance. Those NGOs, primarily human rights NGOs are aimed at the priorities of their political mentors.

During the elections the staff of those NGOs (if any) represent their political forces in the election committees and stand for the interests of their candidates as local observers at the polling stations. As a rule those local observers are introduced to the electorate in behalf of their bosses or even political leaders. During the elections they participate in every press conference to criticize the opposing party, but not to utter a single word about any infringements of procedure made by their political party in the course of electoral campaign. There is no self-criticism!

As to the officials of government agencies and local bodies of government (self-government) NGOs are required by them to achieve their mercenary aims through social, educational, cultural or other programmes implemented in the provinces. Since those NGOs develop their activities mainly in the regions they appear to be a very attractive source of financial and material resources allotted by the government (or other sponsors) for various humanitarian projects to be partly used in one’s own interests.

Those NGOs are also involved in the electoral campaigns through their regular work with the population to win most of the local electorate over to the side of their “patrons”.

The NGOs established by socially minded people of marked initiative (informal leaders) make up a very small part of social movement.

Those NGOs are usually independent, politically neutral and unwilling to change their profile to get benefit from current political situation.

During the electoral campaigns many political parties and coalitions do their best to win those NGOs over to their side as they enjoy the population’s confidence and a good reputation due to their purposeful work within the framework of their mission and goal under their constituent documents.

Those NGOs hold themselves aloof the severe fight for power between financial and political groupings whereas the main actors of electoral campaigns pursue their mercenary objects declaring the democratic values in the most populist manner.

Other NGOs are established under the patronage of foreign sponsors or international organizations. They may be classified as the NGOs implementing social or humanitarian programmes in the regions and the satellite NGOs of the international organizations accredited in Armenia.

In general, the former NGOs keep aloof any social and political life of our country using their resources to support some social or political forces only in case their leaders are their supporters.

The latter NGOs are quite different from the former ones: they show their social and political activity stipulated by the aims and objectives of their foreign partners and support the oppositional forces.

Those NGOs unite local NGOs to form various coalitions capable to arrange public discussions of some points of Armenian legislation to reveal some traps for possible infringements of rights and freedoms in the Republic of Armenia.

How paradoxical it may be for civil society in Armenia, but fighting for democratic reforms in social and political life many of its civic minded individuals and NGOs find themselves in the oppositional camp with the leaders pursuing the same objects as most of “the powers that be”.

With such a composition and a framework of oppositional forces the fight for democratization of social and political life in the Republic of Armenia is doomed to losing its urgency and prospects as the change of authorities cannot improve any moral and ethical standards of our society, and as a result, any positive changes should not be expected in social, daily or legal aspects of our life.

Moreover, our society may be also stirred up pending the changes of all the executives in the whole hierarchy of the Civil Service to be inevitably made by the new higher authorities as well as the changes of “favorites”  and “authorities” in all the sphere of social, political, economic and cultural life of the country; thus, a new flow of mass migration of the population appears to be preconditioned. 

The existing situation of our society has taken roots since the late 80s of last century. At that time “the new State power” was concerned about becoming firmly established to such an extent that a greater part of the civic minded and highly skilled population proved to be provoked to mass migration outside Armenia like it was in Russia in the 20s of last century where about two million intellectuals were exiled “voluntarily and forcedly”.  Just the same was in Armenia where “a man with a hand-gun” had become “the master” of the country in the name of new order.

Since the new national establishment was formed mostly in the 90s last century their moral and ethical standards were also formed under the influence of that “neo-Bolshevik” ideology, which used to have the permissiveness of the person “in power” cultivated in the consciousness of an average man. 
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